

Mr Adam Rattray
Manor Farm House, Vyne Road
Sherborne St John
Basingstoke
Hampshire
RG24 9HX


Ref. SC/ BD0871

2nd March 2026


Dear Mr Rattray

Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs): Manor Farm Meadow and Fish Pond, Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council
 
 
I am writing to let you know that the above site, which I believe to be in your ownership, supports wildlife features that the Hampshire SINCs Advisory Panel has agreed meet the criteria for selection as a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC). The Panel comprises officers from Natural England, the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, and Hampshire County Council, supported by the Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC) who maintains the SINC system on behalf of the local authorities. 

SINCs are a UK-wide non-statutory designation intended to identify sites of high nature conservation value. They are also known as Local Sites or Local Wildlife Sites[endnoteRef:1]. Further details about the purpose of SINCs and sources of advice are given in the enclosed information sheet. The SINC criteria can be found at https://documents.hants.gov.uk/biodiversity/SINCCriteria.pdf. [1:  Local Sites; Guidance on their identification, Selection and Management, Defra 2006. See http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130402151656/http://archive.defra.gov.uk/rural/documents/protected/localsites.pdf 
] 


The basis for the selection of the new SINC is as follows:

[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]The site has well-developed wet woodland, swamp and water margin vegetation extending east from Wey Brook SINC. Pond has good marginal and swamp vegetation and provides connectivity with the adjacent swamp and fen SINC.
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The Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre Partnership includes local authorities, government agencies, wildlife charities and species recording groups

If you do not think this reflects the interest of the site or accords with the selection criteria, we would be grateful to hear from you by 31st March 2026. Evidence to support your comments will then be required by 31st October 2026. If we do not hear from you by this date, the original proposal will stand. Any evidence you provide will be carefully considered by the SINCs Advisory Panel, along with the original data upon which the proposal was determined. Until then the site will be listed as a ‘Candidate SINC’ (cSINC). The survey data on which the site has been evaluated was gathered, with permission, by HBIC. If you do not already possess a copy of the data, please contact HBIC at enquiries.hbic@hants.gov.uk. These surveys provide useful information for supporting countryside stewardship schemes. 

The boundary of the new SINC is shown on the accompanying map. Other existing SINCs, some of which may be in your ownership, are also shown on the map where they occur in the vicinity. I would be grateful if you could confirm receipt of this letter and the information contained within. You can do this by confirming your ownership in relation to the SINC boundaries on the map and the ownership details on the form, amending as necessary and returning to HBIC.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK6][bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]As the designation and review of SINCs is an on-going process the most recent boundaries will be held by HBIC on behalf of the local authorities, as part of their evidence base to support development management and local plan work. If you would like more information about the planning implications of this designation, please contact the Planning office within your local planning authority.

I look forward to hearing from you in the near future.

Yours sincerely,

[image: Diagram

Description automatically generated]

Dr Sarah Callegari
Programme Manager
Email: sarah.callegari@hants.gov.uk
Direct line: 0370 779 5026

Encs: Site map, SINC leaflet, Ownership Confirmation & Comments form, Land Management Advisors Note 
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